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the contiguous U.S., low stream, reservoir, and stock 
pond levels, and depleted soil moisture combined 
with hot temperatures and high evaporation to ravage 
agricultural lands as the growing season progressed: 
in the Mid-Atlantic states by mid-summer, and the 
South and Ohio Valley by early to mid-fall. Dryness 
was especially severe in the Lower Mississippi Valley, 
with parts of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi 
having the driest year on record.

The United States had a below-average wildfire 
season for 2010. Wet conditions across the western 
regions of the country helped to limit the number 
of large fires and total acreage burned. During 2010, 
71 839 fires burned nearly 1.4 million hectares. This 
marked the least acreage burned annually nation-
wide since 1998. Despite the below-average season, 

the Long Butte Fire in Idaho burned approximately 
133!000 hectares during August, about nine percent 
of all acres burned in the United States during the 
year. The Fourmile Canyon fire near Boulder, Colo-
rado in September only burned 2500 hectares, but 
containment costs and damages totaled more than 
$225 million (U.S. dollars)—the costliest fire in 
Colorado’s history.

 

Across the United States, 2010 was an above-aver-
age year for tornadoes. As of March 2011, confirmed 
tornado reports and estimates for 2010 indicated that 
there were 1280 tornadoes from January to December, 
which is above the 10-year (2000–09) average and the 
seventh highest annual count since 1990. The number 
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of strong-to-violent tornadoes (rated EF3–EF5) re-
ported in 2010 was 43, which was also above average, 
although no tornadoes were rated EF5. There were 45 
tornado fatalities reported during 2010, associated 
with 21 tornadoes. The most deadly tornado of the 
year occurred in the state of Mississippi on 24 April, 
when a long-track EF4 killed 10 people in three coun-
ties. The tornado was on the ground for 240 km, the 
fourth longest tornado track for Mississippi on record. 

Texas led the national tornado count with 107 
individual tornadoes during 2010. Also remarkable 
were the 105 confirmed tornadoes that occurred in 
Minnesota, ranking the state as having the second 
most tornadoes in the United States during the year. 
The 105 tornadoes broke the state’s previous annual 
record of 74, which occurred in 2001. Forty-eight of 

the Minnesota tornadoes occurred on 17 June alone, 
as part of the largest tornado outbreak during 2010 for 
the entire country. During this large severe weather 
episode, there were 74 confirmed tornado reports 
across the Upper Midwest and Northern Plains, in-
cluding four EF-4 tornadoes. This high count marked 
the busiest tornado day for the U.S. since 23 May 2008 
and one of the largest tornado outbreaks to occur 
across the region in the past decade.

The year 2010 was a unique year for México. 
According to the National Meteorological Service, 
nationally-averaged annual mean temperature was 
about 21.0°C, only 0.3 °C above the normal tempera-
ture of 20.7°C (Fig. 7.7a). However, for precipitation, 


