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The tropical zonal wind during 2015/16
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Water Vapor 
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Kiritimati 
Sonde-Poetry
1125Z THU

120LT, 1120IT:  Launch mostly cloudy, moon a bright spot the west.
Saw a couple of stars through breaks in clouds.

130LT:  Can see moonglow in high cloud shield, moon blocked by 
small,
low cumulus cloud.  A few stars/planets visible through clearings to
east.

200LT:  Venus (?) visible overhead.  Can see many stars overhead, 
and
to east and southeast.  Moonglow visible through cloud shield to west.
Seems to be clearing.

230LT:  Stars visible from about 45 degrees above west horizon all 
the
way to east and south.  North and west skies show clouds.  Definitely
clearing.

315LT:  Walk over just after a short rain shower.



Kiritimati Sonde
1120Z THU



Kiritimati Sonde
1125Z WED

At launch (1:25LT,11:25UT), moon behind 
high clouds to west.  Many
stars above.  Still windy (gusty 7.5 m/s).

135LT:  Better observations:  
Moon is in high cirrus to west, above
cumulus clouds low on western horizon. 
 Sky is mainly clear elsewhere,
with stars visible overhead and to south, 
east, and north, down to
moist surface layer.

2:45LT:  Stars visible in a lot of sky, 
though there seems to be a
thin layer of clouds, stars seem dim.  
Saw an airplane headed N/NE.

305LT:  Stars and broken cirrus overhead. 
 May not be quite as breezy
as earlier.  Sonde on way down.

330LT:  on walk over, decided it is still 
more breezy than usual
Paul



Prior GFS Valid 00Z SUNLatest GFS Valid 12Z SUNLatest GFS Valid 00Z TUELatest GFS Valid 00Z WEDLatest 12 HR GFS Valid 00Z THULatest 12 HR GFS Valid 00Z FRI



Prior GFS Valid 00Z SUNLatest GFS Valid 00Z MONLatest GFS Valid 00Z WEDPRIOR 60 HR GFS Valid 00Z THULatest 36 HR GFS Valid 00ZFRILatest 36 HR GFS Valid 00Z SAT



Prior GFS Valid 00Z SUNLatest GFS Valid 00Z MONLatest GFS Valid 00Z WEDPRIOR 60 HR GFS Valid 00Z THULatest 36 HR GFS Valid 00ZFRILatest 36 HR GFS Valid 00Z SATLatest 60 HR GFS Valid 00Z SUN



Prior GFS Valid 00Z SUNLatest GFS Valid 00Z MONLatest GFS Valid 00Z WEDPRIOR 60 HR GFS Valid 00Z THULatest 36 HR GFS Valid 00ZFRILatest 36 HR GFS Valid 00Z SATLatest 60 HR GFS Valid 00Z SUNLatest 84 HR GFS Valid 00Z MON



Analysis 06Z THU Feb 18:  200 mb DIV Wind Vectors 



GFS 18HR FCST Valid 00Z FRI Feb 19:  200 mb DIV Wind Vectors 



GFS 42HR FCST Valid 00Z SAT Feb 20:  200 mb DIV Wind Vectors 



GFS 66HR FCST Valid 00Z SAT Feb 20:  200 mb DIV Wind Vectors 



Courtesy WeatherBell                 Latest 24 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z MON Feb15Courtesy WeatherBell                 Latest 24 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z THU Feb18Courtesy WeatherBell                 Latest 24 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z FRI Feb19



Courtesy WeatherBell                 Latest 48 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z WED Feb17Courtesy WeatherBell                 Latest 48 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z THU Feb18Courtesy WeatherBell                 Latest 48 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z FRI Feb19



Courtesy WeatherBell                 Latest 24 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z MON Feb15Courtesy WeatherBell                 Prior 36 HR ECMWF Valid 00Z THU Feb18Courtesy WeatherBell                 Total Pcpn 30 HR ECMWF Valid 06Z FRI Feb19
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The Curious Incident of the Zonal Mean Zonal Wind in 2016
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Initial Condition Dependency of the El Niño Signal














