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Two	  views	  from	  USCG	  HEALY	  
at	  80°N	  (156°W)	  

Larry	  Mayer	  



“I	  come	  here	  keenly	  aware	  that	  the	  long	  list	  of	  [Arc7c]	  
challenges	  –	  acidifica7on,	  pollu7on,	  ice	  melt,	  rising	  sea	  levels,	  
disappearing	  species,	  and	  indiscriminate	  development	  prac7ces	  
–	  carry	  even	  more	  challenges	  downstream…to	  each	  of	  our	  
economies,	  to	  our	  na7onal	  security,	  and	  to	  intl’	  stability.”	  
	  
–	  John	  Kerry	  
ArcMc	  Council	  Ministerial	  MeeMng,	  Kiruna,	  Sweden,	  May	  15,	  2013	  



 
 
 
 
 

	  
	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  ArcMc	  Research	  and	  Policy	  Act	  of	  1984	  
	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  ExecuMve	  Order	  12501	  (‘85	  Pres.	  Reagan)	  
	  
•  Created	  USARC	  and	  IARPC	  

•  Defined	  their	  roles	  and	  responsibiliMes	  

•  White	  House	  (OSTP	  &	  OMB)	  shall	  
coordinate	  and	  review	  ArcMc	  research	  
budget	  requests	  and	  address	  icebreakers	  



USARC’s	  duMes:	  
•	  Develop	  naMonal	  ArcMc	  research	  policy	  
•	  Facilitate	  ArcMc	  research	  cooperaMon	  (w/IARPC)	  
•	  Review	  federal	  ArcMc	  research	  programs	  
•	  Recommend	  improvements	  for	  data	  sharing	  
•	  Facilitate	  cooperaMon	  w/Alaska	  &	  internaMonally	  

Kivalina, AK"
9/15/09"

Arctic Boundary as defined by the Arctic Research and Policy Act (ARPA)
All United States and foreign territory north of the Arctic Circle and all United States territory north and west of the boundary formed by the Porcupine, 
Yukon, and Kuskokwim Rivers; all contiguous seas, including the Arctic Ocean and the Beaufort, Bering and Chukchi Seas; and the Aleutian chain.

Acknowledgement:  Funding for this map was provided by the National Science Foundation through the Arctic Research Mapping Application (armap.org) and Contract 
#0520837 to CH2M HILL for the Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee (IARPC). 
Map author: Allison Gaylord, Nuna Technologies.  May 27, 2009.
1.  The Aleutian chain boundary is demarcated by the 'Contiguous zone' limit of 24-nautical miles. 
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FRANCE CORDOVA 



“Goals	  Report”	  
5	  major	  research	  themes	  for	  2013-‐14	  

•  Environmental	  Change	  
•  ArcMc	  Human	  Health	  
•  Civil	  Infrastructure	  
•  Natural	  Resource	  
Assessment	  &	  Earth	  
Science	  

•  Indigenous	  Languages,	  
IdenMMes,	  Cultures	  

	  



USARC	  products	  &	  services	  



USARC	  reports	  



IARPC	  

•  White	  House	  (NSTC)	  leadership	  (new).	  NSF	  chairs.	  
•  16	  agencies	  
•  5-‐yr	  ArcMc	  Research	  Program	  Plan	  (LOE	  Stewardship)	  

•  MeeMngs.	  Principals,	  staff,	  14	  themaMc	  implem.	  teams	  

•  Cooperates	  with	  AK,	  indigenous	  orgs,	  academic,	  NGOs,	  
ArcMc	  Council,	  and	  intl’	  partners.	  

•  ParMcipates	  in	  Federal	  strategic	  planning,	  provides	  
experMse,	  and	  coordinates	  within	  OSTP	  



•  Sea	  ice	  and	  marine	  ecosystems	  
•  Terrestrial	  ice	  and	  ecosystems	  
•  Atmospheric	  studies	  
•  Observing	  systems	  
•  Regional	  climate	  models	  
•  AdaptaMon	  tools	  for	  sustaining	  communiMes	  
•  Human	  health	  

7	  research	  themes	  



IARPC	  ImplementaMon	  Teams	  
Meet	  monthly	  towards	  145	  milestones	  



Who’s	  parMcipaMng?	  



USARC	  set	  goals	   IARPC	  adopts,	  
creates	  &	  executes	  

research	  plan	  

White	  House:	  
OMB/OSTP	  
coordinate	  &	  
review	  budget	  

Congress:	  
Authorizes	  &	  
Appropriates	  

Federal	  ArcMc	  research	  policy/process	  

“The	  Commission	  shall,	  aoer	  submission	  
of	  the	  President's	  annual	  budget	  request,	  
review	  the	  request	  and	  report	  to	  
Congress	  on	  adherence	  to	  the	  Plan.”	  



Recent	  developments…	  

•  Two	  NRC	  studies	  
•  NaMonal	  Strategy	  for	  the	  ArcMc	  Region	  
•  ArcMc	  Council	  (Task	  Force	  on	  Sci.	  Coop.,	  Working	  Groups)	  
•  Alaska	  ArcMc	  Policy	  Commission	  (State)	  



What	  more	  can	  NOAA	  do?	  

•  Join	  an	  IARPC	  collaboraMon	  team	  (www.arcus.org/iarpc)	  
•  Berer	  understand	  users	  of	  arcMc	  wx	  &	  climate	  predicMons	  

• Other	  fed.	  enMMes	  (e.g.,	  BOEM,	  BSEE,	  ORR,	  NMFS,	  USCG,	  DOD,	  etc.)	  

•  State	  of	  Alaska	  (e.g.,	  AK	  ArcMc	  Policy	  Commission,	  ciMzens)	  

•  Industry	  (fishing,	  shipping,	  O&G,	  tourism)	  

•  Keep	  abreast	  of	  other	  developments	  (NOC,	  AC,	  etc.)	  
•  ConstrucMvely	  address	  the	  “polar	  vortex”	  issue	  because	  
links	  to	  mid-‐laMtudes	  are	  important.	  


